
ground based or handheld devices

shower of colored sparks and/or a colored flame

audible crackling or whistling noise and smoke

mounted on a base or spike 

Cone Fountains (ground based)

Cylindrical Fountains (ground based)

Snappers

Wooden Sparklers/Dipped Stick

Party Poppers

New York State Law

 

New York State Law allows for the sale and use of a

category of consumer fireworks known as 

Sparkling Devices. 
 

Sparkling Devices

 

Types of Fireworks
 

Legal

 

Illegal

Sky Rockets

Bottle Rockets

Missile-type Rockets

Helicopters

Serial Spinners

Roman Candles

Firecrackers

Aerial Spinners

Mines

Shell Devices

Aerial Shell Kits

Reloadables

Ground Chasers

Historically, fireworks in the City of Syracuse can be

heard and seen as early as June leading up to the July

fourth holiday. 

 

For many neighborhoods, illegal firework

demonstrations continue well into the night, disturbing

neighbors and pets. In other cases, the activities trigger

post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) for those who are

sensitive to loud noises. The loud booms can often be

difficult to distinguish instances of fireworks from the

sound of gunshots.

 

Numerous calls have been received reporting fireworks

going off in violation of the law. The Syracuse Police

Department, Syracuse Fire Department, the Department

of Neighborhood and Business Development, and the

Office of the Mayor have been working educate the

community, find solutions to discourage the illegal use

of fireworks in Syracuse, and enforce noncompliance. 

 

Compiled information on the topic of fireworks will be

used by the City, with the help of the community, to

address the ongoing issue.
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Fireworks Safety

 

According to the National Fire Protection Association,

consumer fireworks cause more than 19,000 fires

annually. 

 

Thousands of injuries result in the use of consumer

fireworks each year. The majority of wounds occur on

the hand, finger, leg or eye.

 

The safest way to enjoy fireworks is by attending a

display show organized and managed by

professionals.
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 Using or exploding fireworks -                       

 City-issued violation

 Selling fireworks - Class B misdemeanor

 Selling fireworks valued at over $500 -   

 Class A misdemeanor

 Selling fireworks to a person under the age of

18 after having already been convicted of the

same offense within the last five (5) years  -

Class E felony

Police Response

 

The Syracuse Police Department has assigned a

focused detail designated to respond to reports of

fireworks throughout the City. The detail is also tasked

with proactively identifying visible displays and loud

demonstrations.

 

Calls that come in to 911 identifying the use, sale, and

known areas where fireworks have commonly occurred

are investigated. 

 

Enforcement

 

State law allows for tickets to be issued to those

found in possession of illegal fireworks to appear in

court.

 

Penalties

a.

b.

c.

d.

 

Confiscation/seizure of large quantities of fireworks

will also take place. 

Report instances of the use or sale of

fireworks in your neighborhood, providing as

much detail as possible, in real time, when

they cause a disturbance. Call 911. 

Contact local representatives at the state

level to request legislation to address the use

and purchase availability of illegal fireworks.

Continue to educate yourself and your

neighbors on the kind of fireworks that are

legal.

Next Steps: What Can You Do?

 

 

 

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/FireworksSafetyTips.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Images/Public-Education/By-topic/Fireworks/FireworksInfographic2020.jpg

